
REGISTER YOUR CALENDAR
 FOR A CHANCE TO

WIN BOOKS 
 FOR A YEAR We know you’ll cut out the coupons below and keep 
them in a special place. But just to be safe, register your 
calendar and we’ll email you the coupons throughout 
2018. Plus, when you register, you’ll be entered to win 
books for a year. REGISTER AT HPB.COM/CAL TODAY.

MAY
&
JUN MAR

&
APRJUL

&
AUG JAN

&
FEB

0187RC10CL

VALID 01/01/18–02/28/18. Redeemable in 
store or at HPB.com. Discount does not apply to 
shipping, taxes or the purchase of gift cards. Limit 
one coupon per customer/account. Cannot be 
transferred, copied or duplicated in any way. Lost 
or stolen coupons will not be replaced. Coupon 
must be surrendered for in-store purchase. Not 
valid during sales or in combination with any other 
discount or coupon. No adjustments made to prior 
transactions. Online discount cannot be used on 
single items priced at $300 or more, pretax. Not 
valid at Half Price Books Outlet locations.

ONLINE COUPON CODE 
JANFEB18

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE
IN STORE OR AT HPB.COM 10% OFF

0318RC10CL

VALID 03/01/18–04/30/18. Redeemable in 
store or at HPB.com. Discount does not apply to 
shipping, taxes or the purchase of gift cards. Limit 
one coupon per customer/account. Cannot be 
transferred, copied or duplicated in any way. Lost 
or stolen coupons will not be replaced. Coupon 
must be surrendered for in-store purchase. Not 
valid during sales or in combination with any other 
discount or coupon. No adjustments made to prior 
transactions. Online discount cannot be used on 
single items priced at $300 or more, pretax. Not 
valid at Half Price Books Outlet locations.

ONLINE COUPON CODE 
MARAPR18

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE
IN STORE OR AT HPB.COM 10% OFF

0518RC10CL

VALID 05/01/18–06/30/18. Redeemable in 
store or at HPB.com. Discount does not apply to 
shipping, taxes or the purchase of gift cards. Limit 
one coupon per customer/account. Cannot be 
transferred, copied or duplicated in any way. Lost 
or stolen coupons will not be replaced. Coupon 
must be surrendered for in-store purchase. Not 
valid during sales or in combination with any other 
discount or coupon. No adjustments made to prior 
transactions. Online discount cannot be used on 
single items priced at $300 or more, pretax. Not 
valid at Half Price Books Outlet locations.

ONLINE COUPON CODE 
MAYJUN18

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE
IN STORE OR AT HPB.COM 10% OFF

0718RC10CL

VALID 07/01/18–08/31/18. Redeemable in 
store or at HPB.com. Discount does not apply to 
shipping, taxes or the purchase of gift cards. Limit 
one coupon per customer/account. Cannot be 
transferred, copied or duplicated in any way. Lost 
or stolen coupons will not be replaced. Coupon 
must be surrendered for in-store purchase. Not 
valid during sales or in combination with any other 
discount or coupon. No adjustments made to prior 
transactions. Online discount cannot be used on 
single items priced at $300 or more, pretax. Not 
valid at Half Price Books Outlet locations.

ONLINE COUPON CODE 
JULAUG18

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE
IN STORE OR AT HPB.COM 10% OFF

SEP
&
OCT SEP

&
OCT

0918RC10CL

VALID 09/01/18–10/31/18. Redeemable in 
store or at HPB.com. Discount does not apply to 
shipping, taxes or the purchase of gift cards. Limit 
one coupon per customer/account. Cannot be 
transferred, copied or duplicated in any way. Lost 
or stolen coupons will not be replaced. Coupon 
must be surrendered for in-store purchase. Not 
valid during sales or in combination with any other 
discount or coupon. No adjustments made to prior 
transactions. Online discount cannot be used on 
single items priced at $300 or more, pretax. Not 
valid at Half Price Books Outlet locations.

ONLINE COUPON CODE 
SEPOCT18

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE
IN STORE OR AT HPB.COM 10% OFF

10201451

FREE with $30 purchase pre-tax while supplies last. $2.99 retail value.

DEC 2017 &

JAN 2018

VALID 12/01/17–01/31/18. Use coupon code  
NEWYEAR18 for 20% off your online purchase at  
HPB.com from 12:01 AM 12/01/2017–11:59 PM 
01/31/2018 CT. Limit one coupon per account.  
Not valid during sales or in combination with any 
other discount or coupon. No adjustments made to 
prior purchases. Cannot be used on single items 
priced at $300 or more, pretax. Cannot be used to 
purchase gift cards. Not valid at Half Price Books 
retail stores or Half Price Books Outlet locations.

20% OFF
YOUR ONLINE PURCHASE

ONLINE COUPON CODE 
NEWYEAR18

TREESWATERENERGYSOLID WASTEEMISSIONS

Environmental impact estimates made using the Environmental Paper Network Calculator. www.papercalculator.org

The Half Price Books 2018 Calendar is printed on Appleton Coated Utopia Two ® Xtra Green™ (U2:XG) 
text and cover. This paper is FSC® certified, contains a minimum of 30% post-consumer recovered 
fiber, and is manufactured with electricity in the form of renewable energy. It is made in the USA at 
an ISO 14001 facility. Half Price Books saved the following resources by using this eco-friendly paper:

259.4
preserved

121,275
gallons saved

116,000 
BTUs not consumed

8,119
pounds not created

79,875
pounds CO2e prevented Books for a Year prize to be awarded in the form of a $500 Half Price Books Gift Card, redeemable in store and at HPB.com. To enter, register your calendar by 

January 31, 2018. Winner randomly selected. Must be 18 years of age or older. See HPB.com/cal for complete rules and giveaway details. 

SPECIAL SAVINGS AT HPB.COM

A CELEBRATORY COMPENDIUM OF ALL THINGS 

PRINTED
& RECORDED
 & PLAYED, SOLVED, WATCHED, ETC!

2018 CALENDAR

MONEY-SAVINGCOUPONS



FEB
READERS 

FLIP FOR 
MAGAZINES

Books were costly and relatively rare 
before the innovations of Johannes 

Gutenberg. In 1439 he developed a 
system of printing—using movable 

type and a wooden press—that 
was quickly adopted throughout 

Europe and beyond, leading to 
increased production of books and the 

spread of knowledge to the masses. 

Movable type, where individual 
characters are used to create words 
imprinted on a page, existed as early 
as 1045 in China. Gutenberg was the 
first to make type using metal, using 
an alloy of lead, tin and antimony.

2nd cent. BCE  In India, texts 
written on palm leaves are bound 
with twine between two boards.

1st cent. The codex appears. 
With folded pages bound on one 
side between two hard covers, 
codices are portable, easy to use 
and presage the modern book.

1455  Gutenberg completes his 
42-line Bible, printing 180 copies.

1810  The steam-powered 
printing press leads to greater 
speed and efficiency.

1843  Book production
flourishes thanks to the 
steam-powered rotary press.

1731  The Gentleman’s 
Magazine debuts in England. 
Its publisher invents the 
word “magazine” based on 
the Arabic word “makhazin,” 
meaning “storehouse.”

1741  Early American 
magazines include Ben 
Franklin’s General Magazine. Around 1900, popular 

magazines like McClure’s 
began publishing pieces by 
reform-minded investigative 
journalists. Known as 
muckrakers, these writers 
aimed to expose corruption 
in business and government.

In the 19th and 20th 
centuries, American 

magazines spread 
trends nationwide 

and helped create a 
shared pop culture.

THE PRINTING PRESS HELPS
THE WORLD GET

BOOKISH
Mental Floss calculated 
that, throughout history, 
about 134,000,000 
unique book titles 
have been published.

1842  The Illustrated London 
News is the first magazine 
with illustrations.

1898  Ladies’ Home Journal 
becomes the first US magazine  
to have 1 million subscribers.

1923  Time ushers in the 
weekly news magazine.

1944  Seventeen, the  
first magazine targeted  
to teens, debuts.

2015  Approximately  
7,300 different magazine  
titles are published in  
the United States.

Alan Waring

We buy & sell anything printed or recorded 
(except yesterday’s newspaper).
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1783 Stendhal

1912 Barbara Tuchman

1862 Edith Wharton

1935 Elvis Presley • 1824 Wilkie Collins 1908 Simone de Beauvoir 1887 Robinson Jeffers

 1929 Martin Luther King, Jr. • 1622 Molière
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 1874 Robert W. Service 1820 Anne Bronte • 1706 Benjamin Franklin

1788 Lord Byron • 1561 Francis Bacon

1923 Paddy Chayefsky • 1860 Anton Chekhov
1737 Thomas Paine

NATIONAL PUZZLE DAY 1872 Zane Grey • 1797 Franz Schubert

1920 Isaac Asimov 1892 J.R.R. Tolkien • 106 B.C. Cicero

RESOLVE TO READ MORE
1919 J.D. Salinger • 1879 E.M. Forster
NEW YEAR’S DAY • KWANZAA ENDS

1918 Philip Jose Farmer • 1804 Eugene Sue

1903 Alan Paton • 1842 William James
1949 Haruki Murakami

1876 Jack London • 1856 John Singer Sargent 1834 Horatio Alger

1866 Richard Le Gallienne1809 Edgar Allan Poe
1882 A.A. Milne • 1782 Daniel Webster

1779 Peter Mark Roget

1885 Jerome Kern • 1832 Lewis Carroll
1756 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

1882 Virginia Woolf
1874 W. Somerset Maugham

1759 Robert Burns

1785 Jakob Grimm • 1643 Isaac Newton 1921 Friedrich Durrenmatt
1931 E.L. Doctorow • 1878 Carl Sandburg

EPIPHANY

1933 Susan Sontag • 1873 Colette

1896 John Dos Passos 
1875 Albert Schweitzer

1885 Huddie “Lead Belly” Ledbetter

1912 Charles Addams
1891 Zora Neale Hurston

1914 William Burroughs
1932 Francois Truffaut

1564 Christopher Marlowe

1907 James Michener
1894 Norman Rockwell • 1874 Gertrude Stein

1882 James Joyce • 1927 Stan Getz
1923 James Dickey • 1905 Ayn Rand

GROUNDHOG DAY

1904 S. J. Perelman 
1902 Langston Hughes

NATIONAL FREEDOM DAY 
LIBRARY LOVERS’ MONTH 

1962 David Foster Wallace
1927 Erma Bombeck

1907 W.H. Auden • 1821 Charles Scribner 1786 Wilhelm Grimm
1883 Karl Jaspers • 1868 W.E.B. DuBois

1685 George Frideric Handel

1913 Irwin Shaw • 1902 John Steinbeck
1807 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

1533 Michel de Montaigne
PURIM BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1892 Edna St. Vincent Millay 
1819 James Russell Lowell 
1732 George Washington

1928 Fats Domino • 1802 Victor Hugo

BOOKLOVERS’ WEEKEND THRU MONDAY 
1935 Susan Brownmiller

1748 Jeremy Bentham • 1564 Galileo Galilei
1848 Octave Mirbeau • 1838 Henry Adams

CHINESE NEW YEAR 1930 Ruth Rendell • 1929 Chaim Potok

1917 Carson McCullers • 1902 Kay Boyle
PRESIDENTS DAY 1902 Ansel Adams

1938 Judy Blume • 1809 Charles Darwin
1809 Abraham Lincoln 

1903 Georges Simenon • 1891 Grant Wood
MARDI GRAS 

1882 George Jean Nathan
ST. VALENTINE’S DAY

ASH WEDNESDAY • LENT BEGINS

1944 Alice Walker • 1923 Brendan Behan
1874 Amy Lowell 1890 Boris Pasternak • 1775 Charles Lamb

1878 Martin Buber • 1828 Jules Verne
1819 John Ruskin

1885 Sinclair Lewis
1867 Laura Ingalls Wilder

1812 Charles Dickens
1921 Betty Friedan • 1913 Rosa Parks

1904 MacKinlay Kantor

1943 George Harrison
1917 Anthony Burgess • 1904 Adelle Davis

1841 Pierre-Auguste Renoir

1933 Yoko Ono • 1931 Toni Morrison
1893 Andres Segovia

1917 Sidney Sheldon • 1847 Thomas Edison
1802 Lydia Child



Thomas Edison’s phonograph, using a rotating cylinder 
wrapped in tinfoil, was the first machine to play back 
recorded sound. The first recording was Edison himself 
reciting the opening lines to “Mary had a little lamb.”

1760s  Londoner John 
Spilsbury creates early 
wooden jigsaw puzzles.

c. 1900  A jigsaw puzzle 
craze sweeps the US. 

1920s  Jigsaw puzzles 
become an inexpensive 
Depression-era pastime.

1932  Jig of the Week, 
a weekly 25¢ puzzle, is 
a hit on newsstands.

2011  The world’s 
largest jigsaw puzzle, 
with 551,232 pieces, is 
assembled in Vietnam.

Jigsaw puzzles emerged in the 
18th century when maps were 

mounted on wood and cut 
into pieces along national 

borders. Known as 
dissected maps, they 
were used to teach 
geography to children.

The first known 
published crossword 
puzzle appeared 
December 21, 1913, in 
the New York World. 
By the 1920s they 
were carried in most 
US newspapers.

In the early 20th century, the 
high cost of wooden jigsaw 
puzzles put them out of reach 
of average consumers, but  
they became a staple of the 
high-society party scene.

The Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967) and Michael 
Jackson’s Thriller (1982) are among the top-selling vinyl LPs of all time.

A 1514 engraving 
by Albrecht Dürer 

featured this 
“magic square,” a 

distant ancestor 
to sudoku and 
other number-
based puzzles.

1877  Thomas Edison invents the phonograph. 

1889  Emile Berliner’s gramophone, which 
uses discs instead of cylinders, debuts.

1949  RCA Victor introduces 
the 45 rpm single a year after 
Columbia debuts its 331/3 LP. 

1957  Stereo records appear.

2007  Vinyl, long considered 
obsolete, resurges in populiarity.

APR
REVOLUTIONS IN

RECORDED
SOUND

PUZZLES
RISE TO THE 

CHALLENGE

We buy & sell anything printed or recorded (except yesterday’s newspaper).

Columbia Records introduced the 
  12-inch, 331/3 rpm long play record in 
     1948. Lighter and less brittle than  
      its predecessors, the vinyl LP would 
       come to dominate the recorded 
         music market. Musicians took 
         advantage of the LP’s extended 
         playing time to create album- 
         length artistic statements.
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1903 Clare Booth Luce 

1928 Edward Albee • 1922 Jack Kerouac
1685 George Berkeley 1884 Hugh Walpole 

1923 Diane Arbus • 1919 Max Shulman
1879 Albert Einstein 

1930 Ornette Coleman
1918 Mickey Spillane

1892 Vita Sackville-West1859 Kenneth Grahame

1933 Phillipe DeBroca 

1940 Bernardo Bertolucci
1821 Ernest Feydeau

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION DAY
1894 Paul Green

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

1933 Philip Roth • 1916 Irving Wallace
1821 Richard F. Burton

1922 Ray Goulding • 1828 Henrik Ibsen
SPRING BEGINS

1916 Harold Robbins 
1685 Johann Sebastian Bach

WORLD POETRY DAY

1942 Erica Jong • 1911 Tennessee Williams
1874 Robert Frost

1923 Shusaku Endo • 1892 Thorne Smith
NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY

1936 Mario Vargas Llosa
1909 Nelson Algren • 1868 Maxim Gorky

1930 Stephen Sondheim
WORLD WATER DAY 1900 Erich Fromm 1834 William Morris

1889 Howard Lindsay

1880 Sean O’Casey • 1853 Vincent van Gogh
1844 Paul Verlaine

GOOD FRIDAY
PASSOVER BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1925 Flannery O’Connor
1621 Andrew Marvell • 1596 Rene Descartes

1870 Frank Norris

1926 Alan Greenspan
1806 Elizabeth Barrett Browning

1475 Michelangelo 1924 Kobo Abe • 1849 Luther Burbank

1606 Edmund Waller

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY 
1942 John Irving • 1931 Tom Wolfe

1904 Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss)
1914 Ralph Ellison

1837 William Dean Howells

1544 Torquato Tasso
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

1932 John Updike • 1858 Rudolph Diesel
1842 Stephane Mallarme

1867 Arturo Toscanini
PALM SUNDAY

1678 Antonio Vivaldi

1933 Rod McKuen • 1899 Duke Ellington

VINYL WEEK BEGINS
1894 Bessie Smith • 1843 Henry James

1741 Charles Wilson Peale
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

1876 O.E. Rolvaag • 1724 Immanuel Kant
1707 Henry Fielding

EARTH DAY
PRESERVATION WEEK

HALF PINT LIBRARY BOOK DRIVE BEGINS
1929 Milan Kundera

1922 William Manchester
APRIL FOOLS’ DAY • EASTER

1898 C.M. Bowra
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK

DROP EVERYTHING & READ DAY 
1949 Scott Turow • 1916 Beverly Cleary 

1823 Aleksandr Ostrovsky
1906 Samuel Beckett

1743 Thomas Jefferson

1889 Arnold Toynbee
1879 James Branch Cabell

NATIONAL LIBRARY WORKERS DAY

1926 Harper Lee
1914 Bernard Malamud

1785 John James Audubon

1820 Herbert Spencer
1759 Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin

ARBOR DAY

HALF PINT LIBRARY BOOK DRIVE ENDS
1945 Annie Dillard • 1888 John Crowe Ransom

CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK

1922 Kingsley Amis • 1871 John M. Synge
1844 Anatole France 1897 Thornton Wilder • 1885 Isak Dinesen 1864 Richard Harding Davis 1857 Herman Bang

VINYL WEEK ENDS
1838 John Muir • 1816 Charlotte Bronte

1926 J.P. Donleavy
1564 William Shakespeare

1930 Dorothy Uhnak
1905 Robert Penn Warren

1815 Anthony Trollope

1917 Ella Fitzgerald
1873 Walter de la Mare

ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALS DAY

1900 Richard Hughes • 1832 Jose Echegaray

1830 Eadweard Muybridge
1821 Charles Baudelaire

1892 Lowell Thomas
1671 Jean-Baptiste Rousseau • 1483 Raphael

1931 Donald Barthelme • 1915 Billie Holiday
1770 William Wordsworth

1941 Paul Theroux • 1847 Joseph Pulitzer

1901 Glenway Wescott
1722 Christopher Smart

NATIONAL EIGHT-TRACK TAPE DAY

1840 Emile Zola
1805 Hans Christian Andersen

1725 Giacomo Casanova
INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY 

1837 John Burroughs
1783 Washington Irving

1928 Maya Angelou
1914 Marguerite Duras
1896 Robert Sherwood

1920 Arthur Hailey
1856 Booker T. Washington



JUNE

1658  Orbis Pictus, the first children’s textbook 
with pictures, is published.

1744  John Newbery releases A Little Pretty 
Pocket-Book, considered the first children’s book.

1942  The Poky Little 
Puppy is among the first 12 
Little Golden Book titles.

1963  Maurice Sendak’s 
Where the Wild Things Are 
raises the level of artistry 
in children’s picture books.

Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, published in 
1865, was a watershed in children’s literature. Its emphasis on 
fantasy and childlike imagination was a departure from earlier 
works for kids, which were largely educational and reality-based.

Competition with the Soviets fueled US efforts to 
create more engaging books for young readers. One 
result was the Beginner Books imprint, founded in 1957 
by Phyllis Cerf, Ted Geisel (Dr. Seuss) and Helen Geisel. 

Released in 1942 and 
still in print today, 
Seventeenth Summer, 
by Maurine Daly, is 
often cited as the first 
modern young adult 
(YA) book. This cover is 
from a 2010 edition.

 CHILDREN’S BOOKS:
ADVENTURES

IN WONDER

MAY

Betamax had a better picture, smaller 
tapes and debuted first. But VHS won 
the “format war” thanks to longer 
recording times and less costly players.

LaserDisc, introduced in 1978, 
was the first optical disc format 
for home video. It was a hit 
with cinephiles and paved the 
way for DVD and Blu-ray.

1950s & 1960s  Early videotape 
formats are used in broadcasting but 
are too expensive for consumers.

1975  Sony’s Betamax format 
debuts. Some early players included 
a 19-inch color monitor.

1976  The first VCR using VHS  
(Video Home System), the Victor 
HR-3300, debuts in Japan.

1977  RCA’s VBT200 becomes  
the first VHS-based VCR in the US.

1987  90% of VCRs sold in the  
US are based on the VHS format.

2006  A History of Violence is the 
last major film released on VHS.

2016  The last known manufacturer  
of VCRs ceases production.

With the advent of  
the VCR in the 1970s, 
consumers could, for 

the first time, own 
copies of their favorite 
movies and record TV 
shows to watch later. 

We buy & sell anything printed or recorded 
(except yesterday’s newspaper).

FAST FORWARD:
VIDEO 
HITS HOME
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1933 James Brown • 1913 William Inge
1912 May Sarton • 1496 Niccolo Machiavelli

1910 Eric Berne • 1899 Fred Astaire
1760 Claude Joseph Rouget de Lisle 1904 Salvador Dali • 1888 Irving Berlin

1828 Dante Gabriel Rossetti
1820 Florence Nightingale

1812 Edward Lear

1873 Dorothy Richardson 1921 Patrick Dennis • 1872 Bertrand Russell
1930 Lorraine Hansberry • 1925 Malcolm X

ARMED FORCES DAY

1819 Walt Whitman

1963 Michael Chabon • 1941 Bob Dylan
1905 Mikhail Sholokhov

1927 Robert Ludlum
1908 Theodore Roethke

1803 Ralph Waldo Emerson
1926 Miles Davis

1822 Edmond don Goncourt

1928 Thomas Kinsella
1796 William H. Prescott

“STAR WARS” DAY

COMIC BOOK GIVEAWAY DAY
1903 James Beard

1846 Henryk Sienkiewicz
1813 Soren Kierkegaard

CINCO DE MAYO

1883 Jose Ortega y Gasset
1860  J.M. Barrie

1912 Studs Terkel

1927 Peter Matthiessen
1859 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

1813 Richard Wagner 1891 Par Lagerkvist

1917 John Fitzgerald Kennedy
1906 T.H. White

1892 Max Brand • 1874 G.K. Chesterson
1909 Benny Goodman 

1901 Cornelia Otis Skinner

1923 Joseph Heller
GET CAUGHT READING MONTH 1921 Ken Gjemre • 1859 Jerome K. Jerome

1940 Peter Benchley
 1937 Thomas Pynchon
1895 Edmund Wilson

1828 Jean Henri Dunant  
NATIONAL TEACHER DAY

1891 Mikhail Bulgakov
1890 Katherine Anne Porter

1856 L. Frank Baum
RAMADAN BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1915 Theodore H. White
1914 Randall Jarrell • 1856 Sigmund Freud

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

1907 Daphne du Maurier
1840 Alphonse Daudet

MOTHER’S DAY

1904 Margery Allingham
1799 Honore de Balzac

PENTECOST

1930 John Barth • 1912 John Cheever
1907 Rachel Carson • 1894 Dashiell Hammett

1840 Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
1833 Johannes Brahms
1812 Robert Browning

1900 Hal Borland

1926 Robert Creeley • 1688 Alexander Pope
1471 Albrecht Durer • 1265 Dante Alighieri

1916 Walker Percy • 1908 Ian Fleming
1807 Louis Agassiz

MEMORIAL DAY • SIERRA CLUB FOUNDED

1881 William McFee

1938 Joyce Carol Oates
1889 Nelson Doubleday

BLOOMSDAY

1917 Lena Horne1900 Antoine de Saint-Exupery

1898 Erich Maria Remarque
1856 H. Rider Haggard 1943  James Levine • 1910 Jean Anouilh

FEED YOUR BRAIN BEGINS
1937 Colleen McCullough

1878 John Masefield

 
1913 Barbara Pym • 1840 Thomas Hardy

1740 Marquis de Sade

1867 Frank Lloyd Wright
1814 Charles Reade
BEST FRIENDS DAY 1891 Cole Porter

1914 John Hersey • 1882 Igor Stravinsky
FATHER’S DAY

1916 John Ciardi • 1930 Claude Chabrol
1842 Ambrose Bierce

BIGGEST STORYTIME OF THE SUMMER
1926 Allen Ginsberg

1928 Maurice Sendak • 1915 Saul Bellow
1819 Gustave Courbet

1933 Jerzy Kosinski
1811 Harriet Beecher Stowe

FLAG DAY  
(EID) AL-FITR BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1867 Luigi Pirandello
1712 Jacques Rousseau

1942 Paul McCartney • 1896 Philip Barry
1812 Ivan Goncharov

1947 Salman Rushdie • 1919 Pauline Kael 
1856 Elbert Hubbard • 1623 Blaise Pascal

1905 Lillian Hellman
1819 Jacques Offenbach

1923 Dorothy Gilman • 1903 George Orwell 1892 Pearl S. Buck
1872 Paul Laurence Dunbar

1850 Lafcadio Hearn

1912 Mary McCarthy
1905 Jean-Paul Sartre

1882 Rockwell Kent
SUMMER BEGINS

1925 William Styron • 1572 Ben Jonson

1917 Gwendolyn Brooks
1899 Elizabeth Bowen
NATIONAL VCR DAY

1929 Anne Frank • 1819 Charles Kingsley
1893 Dorothy L. Sayers

1865 William Butler Yeats

1744 Jeremy Belknap

1919 Richard Scarry
1898 Federico Garcia-Lorca

1723 Adam Smith
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

1875 Thomas Mann
1799 Aleksandr Pushkin



Inexpensive paperbound 
books called dime novels 
were published in the US 
starting in 1860. Their 
British counterparts were 
called penny dreadfuls.

Small enough to fit 
in a uniform pocket, 
paperback books were 
carried by soldiers in 
World War II. One writer 
noted that “if the back 

trouser pocket bulged in 
that way,” it indicated that 

the soldier was a reader.

17th cent.  Early softcover 
books are printed in Europe.

1935  Penguin publishes  
its first paperback, Ariel, a 
biography of Percy Shelley.

1938  The first US paperback, 
Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth,  
is released by Pocket and sold 
at Macy’s as a test.

1950  Using the brand Gold 
Medal Books, Fawcett begins 
publishing original fiction in 
paperback, as opposed to 
reprinting titles originally 
released in hardback.

1960  Sales of paperbacks 
pass those of hardcover books.

In 1939, Pocket Books 
launched in the US with 
10 titles priced at 25¢ 
each. By comparison, a 
hardback might cost a 
few dollars. Pocket sold 
their books in subway 
stations, newsstands 
and drugstores, reaching 
new readers and forever 
changing the bookselling 
industry.

The modern paperback was born in 1935 with  
the hit debut of Penguin in the United Kingdom.  
Founder Allen Lane’s goal was to sell affordable, 
high-quality books to the masses in places like  
train stations. Their minimalistic, type-driven cover 
designs, color-coded by genre, became iconic.

 PAPERBACKS:
JUDGE THEM
BY THEIR COVER

AUG
VIDEO GAMES
COME INTO 

PLAY

1985  Nintendo’s NES revives an ailing American 
video game industry two years after its original 
release in Japan, where it was called Famicom.

1995  Sony releases PlayStation in the United 
States. When PlayStation 2 debuts in 2000, it 
becomes the dominant home console.

2001  Microsoft enters 
the market with Xbox 
and hit games like 
Halo. Xbox 360 
would debut 
four years later.

In 1966, engineer Ralph Baer 
conceived the idea that video 

games could be played on  
a television. The next year  
he developed a prototype 
called the Brown Box, and 
his ideas eventually led  

to the 1972 release of the 
Magnavox Odyssey, the first 

home video game system.

Atari released the Video 
Computer System, known 

today as the 2600, in 1977. 
Featuring a joystick, games  

in color, and switches for 
selecting games and 
setting difficulty levels,  
it turned millions of 

Americans into home  
video game players.

1940  A computer playing the traditional  
game Nim is displayed at the World’s Fair.

1958  A tennis game played using an analog 
computer and an oscilloscope is demonstrated  
at Brookhaven National Laboratory.

1962  Spacewar, the first computer-based  
video game, is invented by an MIT student. 

1975  Atari partners with Sears to release its 
arcade game Pong for the home market. 

We buy & sell anything printed or recorded  
(except yesterday’s newspaper).
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1929 Shirley Ann Grau • 1898 Alec Waugh
VIDEO GAME DAY

1919 Iris Murdoch • 1779 Clement Moore
1605 Rembrandt

1908 Amy Vanderbilt • 1849 Emma Lazarus
1822 Gregor Johann Mendel

1918 Edwin O’Connor
1869 Booth Tarkington

1892 James M. Cain • 1804 George Sand
NATIONAL GRILLING MONTH

1940 Ringo Starr • 1911 Gian Carlo Menotti
1907 Robert Heinlein

1901 Barbara Cartland • 1764 Ann Radcliffe 1885 Mary O’Hara • 1871 Marcel Proust 1899 E.B. White • 1834 James Whistler

1930 Francoise Mallet-Joris
1907 Frida Kahlo1889 Jean Cocteau

1904 Pablo Neruda
1817 Henry David Thoreau 1934 Wole Soyinka • 1894 Isaac Babel 1904 Isaac B. Singer • 1903 Irving Stone

1723 Joshua Reynolds 1889 Erle Stanley Gardner

1939 Hunter S. Thompson
1906 Clifford Odets

1811 William Thackeray • 1720 Gilbert White

1888 Raymond Chandler
1916 John D. MacDonald

1895 Robert Graves • 1802 Alexandre Dumas 1905 Elias Canetti

1896 A.J. Cronin • 1834 Edgar Degas 1933 Cormac McCarthy • 1304 Petrarch
1899 Hart Crane • 1899 Ernest Hemingway

1885 Frances Parkinson Keyes

1943 Mick Jagger • 1894 Aldous Huxley
1856  George Bernard Shaw

HALF PRICE BOOKS 46TH BIRTHDAY
1870 Hilaire Belloc

1857 Alexandre Dumas (fils)
1909 Malcolm Lowry • 1866 Beatrix Potter

1844 Gerard Manley Hopkins

1857 Thorstein Veblen • 1818 Emily Bronte

1877 Hermann Hesse 1937 Tom Stoppard • 1883 Franz Kafka

1927 Neil Simon • 1826 Stephen Foster
1804 Nathaniel Hawthorne

INDEPENDENCE DAY

BOOKLOVER’S DAY
1631 John Dryden 1912 Jorge Amado 1921 Alex Haley • 1913 Angus Wilson

1885 Edna Ferber
1785 Thomas De Quincey

1771 Sir Walter Scott
1769 Napoleon Bonaparte 1922 Alain Robbe-Grillet1959 Jonathan Franzen • 1932 V.S. Naipaul

1920 Ray Bradbury • 1893 Dorothy Parker

1920 Charles Bukowski • 1888 T.E. Lawrence

1896 Marjorie K. Rawlings
1884 Sara Teasdale

1924 Leon Uris • 1920 P.D. James
1887 Rupert Brooke

1901 Louis Armstrong
1839 Walter Pater • 1792 Percy B. Shelley

1924 James Baldwin
NATIONAL COLORING BOOK DAY

1903 Paul Horgan • 1881 Rose Macaulay
1819 Herman Melville

1802 Nikolaus Lenau • 1836 Bret Harte
1918 Leonard Bernstein

1908 William Saroyan

1922 Howard Zinn 
1899 Jorge Luis Borges • 1890 Jean Rhys

1901 John Gunther • 1797 Mary Shelley

1868 Edgar Lee Masters

1920 Charlie Parker
1809 Oliver Wendell Holmes

1632 John Locke

1876 Mary Roberts Rinehart
1774 Robert Southey
VINYL RECORD DAY

1903 James Gould Cozzens
1902 Ogden Nash

1889 Conrad Aiken
1850 Guy de Maupassant

FRIENDSHIP DAY

1914 Julio Cortazar
1904 Christopher Isherwood
1880 Guillaume Apollinaire

1899 Alfred Hitchcock
1925 Russell Baker 

1867 John Galsworthy

1918 Jacqueline Susann
1881 Edgar A. Guest • 1890 H.P. Lovecraft 1929 X.J. Kennedy • 1796 Asher B. Durand

1868 Paul Claudel
1809 Alfred Lord Tennyson

1942 Garrison Keillor
1831 Frederic William Farrar

1929 Ira Levin • 1899 C.S. Forester
1871 Theodore Dreiser

1913 Robertson Davies
1903 Bruno Bettelheim

1749 Johann W. von Goethe

SUMMER READING PROGRAM ENDS
1965 J.K. Rowling



OCT

The Adventures of 
Obadiah Oldbuck  

(1837) featured art in 
sequential panels and 

corresponding text 
below, making it a 

precursor to the 
modern comic book.

The Comics Code Authority was 
formed in 1954 in response to 
public concern over graphic 
content in comics. Titles from 
major publishers bore the CCA 
seal until the early 2000s.

 READY.
 CASSETTE.
 GO!

Japanese comics known as 
manga exploded in popularity 
after the Second World War.

BAM! POW! 
THE HEROIC RISE

OF COMIC BOOKS

1928  Magnetic tape is 
invented by Fritz Pfleumer.

1963  Philips introduces the 
compact cassette; it is first 
used for dictation machines.

1968  The first in-dashboard 
car cassette player appears.

1968  Dolby noise reduction 
gives cassettes better sound 
and more viability for music. 

1993  Compact discs 
overtake cassettes in sales. 
By 2000, a tiny percentage 
of music is sold on cassette.

Due to their small size, 
cassettes made music 
personal and portable, 
paving the way for 
products like stereo 
boom boxes and the 
Sony Walkman.

1933  Famous Funnies:  
A Carnival of Comics, the 
first modern American 
comic book, is published.

1938  The superhero 
archetype is born with 
the debut of Superman  
in Action Comics #1.

1964  The first underground 
comic, Frank Stack’s The 
Adventures of Jesus, debuts.

1992  Art Spiegelman’s 
Maus becomes the first 
graphic novel to win a 
Pulitzer Prize.

Courtesy of Dartmouth College Library

Bill Lear of Lear Jet Corporation 
led the development of the 
8-track, which debuted in 1964 
and was common until the early 
80s. Some record labels released 
8-track tapes as late as 1988.

Mixtapes on cassette—homemade 
compilations of songs in a carefully 
considered order, often given to 
another person—were a mainstay in 
the 1980s. Novelist Nick Hornby 
wrote in High Fidelity, “making a 
tape is like writing a letter—there’s 
a lot of erasing and rethinking and 
starting again.”

The Comics Code Authority seal, TM and © 2018, Comic Book Legal Defense Fund. Used with permission.

We buy & sell anything printed or recorded 
(except yesterday’s newspaper).
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1947 Ann Beattie • 1932 Patsy Cline
1873 Alfred Jarry

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY

1890 Agatha Christie
1789 James Fenimore Cooper

1694 Lord Chesterfield
FALL BEGINS

1547 Miguel de Cervantes
NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

1875 Edgar Rice Burroughs
NATIONAL LITERACY MONTH

1828 Leo Tolstoy
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY

ROSH HASHANAH BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1926 John Knowles • 1823 Francis Parkman

1930 Ray Charles • 1926 John Coltrane
1889 Walter Lippmann

1928 Elie Wiesel • 1924 Truman Capote

1917 Cleveland Amory • 1850 Eugene Field

1890 Franz Werfel • 1839 Issac Funk

1885 D.H. Lawrence • 1862 O. Henry
PATRIOT DAY

ISLAMIC NEW YEAR BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1916 Mary Stewart • 1892 Alfred A. Knopf
1880 H.L. Mencken

NATIONAL VIDEO GAMES DAY

1878 Henry Seidel Canby

1934 Kate Millett

1903 Frank O’Connor
1883 William Carlos Williams

1709 Samuel Johnson
YOM KIPPUR BEGINS AT SUNDOWN 1932 Mike Royko • 1911 William Golding

1936 Jim Henson • 1896 F. Scott Fitzgerald
1930 Shel Silverstein • 1897 William Faulkner

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY
1898 George Gershwin • 1888 J. Frank Dobie

1888 T.S. Eliot

1948 George R.R. Martin
1928 Donald Hall • 1878 Upton Sinclair

1947 Stephen King
1934 Leonard Cohen • 1866 H.G. Wells

1792 George Cruikshank
1722 Samuel Adams

1856 Kate Douglas Wiggin
1803 Prosper Merimee

1849 Sarah Orne Jewett
LABOR DAY

1920 Craig Claiborne • 1908 Richard Wright
1905 Mary Renault 1916 Frank Yerby • 1905 Arthur Koestler

1936 Buddy Holly • 1900 Taylor Caldwell
1860 Anna Mary “Grandma” Moses

1916 Roald Dahl • 1894 J.B. Priestley
1876 Sherwood Anderson

1885 Francois Mauriac
1925 Charles Gordone
1844 George W. Cable 1910 Ernest K. Gann

1932 Sylvia Plath • 1914 Dylan Thomas
1872 Emily Post

1975 Zadie Smith • 1941 Anne Tyler
1881 Pablo Picasso • 1825 Johann Strauss

1800 Thomas Macaulay 1945 Pat Conroy • 1930 John Arden

1740 James Boswell

 1926 Evan Hunter 
1844 Friedrich Nietzsche • 70 B.C. Virgil

1885 Fannie Hurst
1931 John Le Carre • 1922 Jack Anderson

1895 Lewis Mumford
1925 Art Buchwald • 1859 John Dewey

1854 Arthur Rimbaud

FRIGHT WEEK BEGINS
1919 Doris Lessing • 1811 Franz Liszt

1948 Ntozake Shange • 1926 Chuck Berry

EDUCATOR APPRECIATION DAYS END
1872 John Cowper Powys

1585 Heinrich Schutz
COLUMBUS DAY

1904 Vladimir Horowitz
1885 Louis Untermeyer

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
WORLD HABITAT DAY

EDUCATOR APPRECIATION DAYS BEGIN
1914 Brendan Gill • 1884 Damon Runyon

1862 Edward Stratemeyer
WORLD ANIMAL DAY

1713 Denis Diderot
U.N. WORLD TEACHERS' DAY

FRIGHT WEEK ENDS
1920 Dick Francis • 1795 John Keats

HALLOWEEN1885 Ezra Pound • 1871 Paul Valery

1888 Eugene O’Neill • 1854 Oscar Wilde
1758 Noah Webster

NATIONAL BOSS DAY • DICTIONARY DAY
1930 Jimmy Breslin • 1915  Arthur Miller

1903 Nathanael West • 1711 Jupiter Hammon

1942 Michael Crichton • 1752 Nicolas Appert 1923 Denise Levertov • 1904 Moss Hart

1940 John Lennon • 1899 Bruce Catton

1930 Harold Pinter • 1917 Thelonious Monk
1901 Alberto Giacometti

1813 Giuseppe Verdi

1904 Graham Greene • 1890 Groucho Marx
1879 Wallace Stevens

1925 Gore Vidal • 1916 James Herriot
1900 Thomas Wolfe 1914 Thor Heyerdahl • 1895 Caroline Gordon

1903 Evelyn Waugh • 1467 Desiderius Erasmus

1894 E.E. Cummings
1888 Katherine Mansfield

1917 Dizzy Gillespie • 1833 Alfred B. Nobel
1772 Samuel Taylor Coleridge

TEEN READ WEEK
MYSTERY SERIES WEEK 

1905 Meyer Levin • 1934 Amiri Baraka
1849 James Whitcomb Riley



DEC

The ancient Egyptian 
game Senet, which 
somewhat resembles 
Backgammon, dates  
to 3100 BCE and can be 
seen in this painting 
from the tomb of  
Queen Nefertari.

2650 BCE  The Royal Game of Ur  
is played in Mesopotamia.

1300 BCE  Two-player strategy  
game Ludus latrunculorum is played 
throughout the Roman Empire.

1822  The first American-made  
board game, Travellers Tour  
Through the United States, debuts.

1935  Monopoly is released. It  
would go on to become the biggest 
selling board game in US history.

1995  European strategy game  
The Settlers of Catan is released.  
It has since been translated  
into 30 languages and called  

“the board game of our time.”

The Checkered Game  
of Life, released in 

1860 by lithographer 
Milton Bradley, is 

known as America’s 
first popular parlor 

game and is the basis 
for the modern-day 

Game of Life.

The boot, thimble and 
wheelbarrow are among the 
Monopoly pieces to be 
discontinued in recent years.

Checkers, known  
as draughts in the UK, 
has been played in 
one form or another 
for centuries, having 
evolved from the 
early Middle Eastern 
game Alquerque.

In the 1880s, French painter  
and lithographer Jules Chéret 
ushered in modern advertising 
with a new printing process  
that allowed for brighter colors 
and more economical mass 
production of large posters.

Before the advent of 
recording, sheet music 

dominated the music 
industry. The late 
1800s saw the zenith 
of “parlor music,”  
with people gathering 

around the piano to 
play and sing the popular 

songs of the day.

 EPHEMERA
 ETC.

1457  The Mainz Psalter is the first 
printed book to include music, though 
the notation is added in by hand. 

1840  The world’s first picture postcard 
is sent when British writer Theodore 
Hook mails a self-made card to himself.

1891  Toulouse-Lautrec’s artful poster 
designs spark a poster craze in Paris.

1917-1918  During World War I, the  
US government prints 2,500 different 
posters to aid in the war effort, 
including the famous “I Want You” 
recruiting poster featuring Uncle Sam.

“Large letter” postcards, 
usually printed on 

linen-textured paper, 
were popular during the 

mid-20th century. The 
style was developed by 

Chicago-based Curt  
Teich and Company.

Psychedelic posters of the 1960s, like this one produced by 
The Family Dog, were influenced by Art Nouveau and Surrealism. 

BOARD 
GAMES
TAKE A TURN

We buy & sell anything printed or recorded (except yesterday’s newspaper).
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31

1900 Margaret Mitchell

1887 Georgia O’Keeffe
1887 Marianne Moore

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY
1930 Chinua Achebe

1889 George S. Kaufman
BOOKSGIVING DAY

1916 Shelby Foote • 1794 George Grote

1869 Andre Gide • 1819 George Eliot
THANKSGIVING DAY 1920 Paul Celan

1925 William Buckley Jr. • 1868 Scott Joplin
1864 Henri Toulouse-Lautrec

1632 Benedict de Spinoza

1898 C.S. Lewis • 1832 Louisa May Alcott 1835 Mark Twain • 1667 Jonathan Swift

1901 Andre Malraux 
1794 William Cullen Bryant1883 Martin Flavin

1880 Sholem Asch • 1871 Stephen Crane
NATIONAL FAMILY LITERACY DAY

ALL SAINTS' DAY • NATIONAL AUTHORS' DAY
NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH

1934 Carl Sagan • 1928 Anne Sexton
1818 Ivan Turgenev

1913 Karl Shapiro • 1893 J.P. Marquand
1879 Vachel Lindsay

1922 Kurt Vonnegut Jr.
1821 Fyodor Dostoevsky

VETERANS DAY

1882 Jacques Maritain • 1836 W.S. Gilbert

1931 Pat Anderson • 1562 Lope de Vega

1879 Will Rogers
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

1915 Roland Barthes • 1840 Auguste Rodin
1815 Elizabeth Cady Stanton 1840 Claude Monet

1889 Allen Tate 1929 Marilyn French • 1694 Voltaire

1943 Marilynne Robinson
1922 Charles Schultz

1919 Frederick Pohl • 1912 Eugene Ionesco

1942 Jimi Hendrix • 1937 Gail Sheehy
1909 James Agee
GIVING TUESDAY

1907 Alberto Moravia • 1907 Charles Alston
1757 William Blake • 1628 John Bunyan

1885 Will Durant • 1850 Ella Wheeler Wilcox
1921 James Jones • 1854 John Philip Sousa

ELECTION DAY 1943 Joni Mitchell • 1913 Albert Camus

1850 Robert Louis Stevenson

1936 Don DeLillo • 1923 Nadine Gordimer 
1908 Alistair Cooke • 1858 Selma Lagerlof

1752 Thomas Chatterton

1930 Edna O’Brien • 1888 Maxwell Anderson
BILL OF RIGHTS DAY

1922 William Gaddis • 1915 Robert Ruark

1858 Giacomo Puccini • 1639 Jean Racine

1935 Woody Allen • 1886 Rex Stout

1913 Delmore Schwartz
1894 James Thurber • 1885 Kenneth Roberts

1865 Rudyard Kipling

1901 Margaret Mead • 1899 Noel Coward
1775 Jane Austen

1770 Ludwig Van Beethoven

1860 Harriet Monroe
1804 Charles Sainte-Beuve

1958 George Saunders 
1859 Georges Seurat • 1822 David Masson

HANUKKAH BEGINS AT SUNDOWN

1848 Joel Chandler Harris • 1608 John Milton
1915 Ross Macdonald

1911 Kenneth Patchen • 1797 Heinrich Heine 1916 Shirley Jackson • 1503 Nostradamus

1896 Louis Bromfield • 1822 Louis Pasteur 1872 Pio Baroja
1943 John Denver
NEW YEAR'S EVE

1929 William Safire • 1873 Ford Madox Ford
1807 John Greenleaf Whittier 1870 Saki 1910 Jean Genet • 1901 Oliver La Farge

1917 Heinrich Boll • 1905 Anthony Powell
1892 Rebecca West • 1804 Benjamin Disraeli

WINTER BEGINS

1931 Mary Higgins Clark 
1822 Matthew Arnold

CHRISTMAS EVE 

1924 Rod Serling • 1821 Clara Barton
CHRISTMAS DAY

1894 Jean Toomer • 1891 Henry Miller
KWANZAA BEGINS • BOXING DAY

1911 Hortense Calisher
1895 Susanne K. Langer

1903 Mary Norton • 1851 Melvil Dewey
1830 Emily Dickinson

1896 Ira Gershwin • 1898 Alfred Eisenstaedt
1886 Joyce Kilmer

1918 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
1929 John Osborne • 1915 Frank Sinatra

1821 Gustave Flaubert

1857 Joseph Conrad
1875 Rainer Maria Rilke

1835 Samuel Butler • 1795 Thomas Carlyle
1935 Calvin Trillin • 1934 Joan Didion

1901 Walt Disney • 1830 Christina Rossetti
1888 Joyce Cary • 1873 Willa Cather

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY



New & used books, music & movies – most at half price or less every day, plus bargains starting at 50¢ at Half Price Books Outlet.

BUYING & 
SELLING 
EVERYTHING 
IN THIS CALENDAR SINCE 

1972

VISIT HPB.COM FOR MAPS & STORE HOURS @HALFPRICEBOOKS

ARIZONA
MESA • 6339 E. Southern Ave. at Superstition
  Springs Power Center East • 480.325.8354
PHOENIX • 4322 E. Cactus Rd. 
  west of Paradise Valley Mall • 602.482.4100 
2102 E. Camelback Rd. north of 
  Town & Country Shopping Center • 602.954.4653 

CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY • 2036 Shattuck Ave. 
  at Addison St. in the Arts District • 510.526.6080 
CITRUS HEIGHTS • 7975 Greenback Ln.  
  at NE corner of Sunrise Blvd. • 916.722.1101 
CONCORD • 1935 Mt. Diablo St. 
  across from Todos Santos Plaza • 925.288.9060 
DUBLIN • 7898 Dublin Blvd. 
  north of Stoneridge Mall • 925.875.1942
FREMONT • 39152 Fremont Hub 
  at Mowry Ave. • 510.744.0333

GEORGIA
DECATUR • 2615 N. Decatur Rd. in Suburban 
  Plaza Shopping Center • 404.377.4593 
MARIETTA • 1205 Johnson Ferry Rd. 
  Woodlawn Square in East Cobb • 770.565.3337 

ILLINOIS
ALGONQUIN • 2226 S. Randall Rd. 
  in Algonquin Commons •  847.458.2669
BLOOMINGDALE • 366 W. Army Trail Rd. 
  west of I-355 •  630.893.8907 
COUNTRYSIDE • 14 Countryside Plaza 
  at La Grange Rd. • 708.579.1770 
DOWNERS GROVE • 1328 Butterfield Rd. 
  west of Highland Ave. • 630.705.0970 
HIGHLAND PARK • 151 Skokie Valley Rd.
  in Crossroads Shopping Center • 847.831.2820 
NAPERVILLE • 2867 95th St. 
  at Route 59 near Jewel-Osco • 630.428.2877
NILES • 5605 W. Touhy Ave. 
  west of Edens Expwy. (I-94) • 847.588.2286
ORLAND PARK • 31 Orland Square Dr. 
  on La Grange Rd. • 708.403.4589
ROCKFORD OUTLET • 6669 E. State St. 
  next to Monkey Joe’s •  815.484.9990
SCHAUMBURG • 1075 E. Golf Rd. 
  west of National Pkwy. • 847.995.0240 
VERNON HILLS • Opening in Spring 2018!

INDIANA
AVON • 9867 E. US Hwy. 36 
  next to Ashley Furniture • 317.209.8841
BLOOMINGTON OUTLET • 3120 W. Susan Dr. 
  near Lowes, next to Pep Boys • 812.330.4316
FORT WAYNE • 533 E. Coliseum Blvd. 
  on NE corner at Coldwater Rd. • 260.373.2140
GREENWOOD • 844 N. US 31 
  in the Greenwood Shoppes • 317.889.1076 
INDIANAPOLIS • 1551 W. 86th St. 
  at Ditch Rd. • 317.824.9002 
4709 E. 82nd St. west of Allisonville Rd. • 317.577.0410 

IOWA
CLIVE • 10201 University Ave. 
  in the Des Moines area • 515.224.4429 
MARION • 1400 Twixt Town Rd. 
  near Lindale Mall/Cedar Rapids • 319.377.4982 

KANSAS
OLATHE  • 15309 W. 119th St. 
  at Black Bob Rd. • 913.829.9959 
OVERLAND PARK  •  8997 Metcalf Ave. 
  at 91st St. • 913.383.3373 

KENTUCKY
BOWLING GREEN OUTLET • 1785 Campbell Ln. 
  next to Aspen Dental • 270.781.0089 
FLORENCE • 4999 Houston Rd. 
  at Turfway Commons • 859.283.0546 
LEXINGTON • 2321 Sir Barton Way 
  north of Man O’ War Blvd. • 859.264.0848
127 W. Tiverton Way 
  south of Fayette Mall • 859.271.8671
LOUISVILLE • 2025 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy. 
  south of I-64 • 502.491.4310
10220 Westport Rd. west of Freys Hill Rd., 
  Springhurst • 502.326.8585

MINNESOTA
APPLE VALLEY • 7600 W. 150th St. 
  at Cedar Ave. in Apple Valley Square • 952.431.0749
COON RAPIDS • 8601 Springbrook Dr. NW 
  across from Northtown Mall • 763.784.1500 
MAPLEWOOD • 2982 White Bear Ave. N. 
  east of Maplewood Mall • 651.773.0631
ROSEVILLE • 2481 Fairview Ave. N. 
  north of Hwy. 36 • 651.631.2626 
ST. LOUIS PARK • 5017 Excelsior Blvd. 
  in Miracle Mile Shopping Center • 952.922.2414 
ST. PAUL • 2041 Ford Pkwy. 
  at Cleveland Ave. • 651.699.1391 

MISSOURI
CHESTERFIELD • 1664 Clarkson Rd. 
  across the street from Trader Joe’s • 636-536-3925
INDEPENDENCE • 20000 E. Jackson Dr. 
  at I-70 & S. Little Blue Pkwy. • 816.795.7558
KANSAS CITY • 1002 Westport Rd. 
  at Southwest Trafficway • 816.931.5377
ST. CHARLES • 2107 Zumbehl Rd. 
  in Bogey Hills Plaza • 636.724.1005
ST. LOUIS • 630 N. McKnight Rd. 
  off I-170 & Delmar Blvd. in U City • 314.991.6793

NEBRASKA
OMAHA • 12355 W. Center Rd. 
  west of I-680 • 402.330.0640

OHIO | Cleveland area
MAYFIELD HEIGHTS • 1607 Golden Gate Plaza 
  at I-271 & Mayfield Rd. • 440.461.9222
NORTH OLMSTED • 4687 Great Northern Blvd. 
  near Great Northern Mall • 440.777.6807 

OHIO | Columbus area
COLUMBUS • 1375 W. Lane Ave. 
  on SE corner of N. Star Rd. • 614.486.8765
2642 Bethel Rd. in Carriage Place 
  at Sawmill Rd. • 614.457.6333
LEWIS CENTER • 100 Meadow Park Ave.
  off US-23 in NorthPointe Plaza • 740.548.1290 
REYNOLDSBURG • 8107 E. Broad St. 
  at Waggoner Rd. near Lowes • 614.755.4110 
WESTERVILLE • 561 S. State St. 
  on NW corner of Schrock Rd. • 614.776.5551  

OHIO | South Ohio area
BEAVERCREEK • 3310 Pentagon Blvd. 
  across from Fairfield Mall • 937.431.1820 
CINCINNATI • 9720 Colerain Ave. 
  across from Northgate Mall • 513.385.4100 
8118 Montgomery Rd. 
  at Kenwood Galleria • 513.891.7170
HAMILTON • 3185 Princeton Rd. 
  west of Bridgewater Falls Mall • 513.772.1511 
MASON • 8211 Arbor Square Dr. 
  off Mason-Montgomery Rd. • 513.770.4390 

OKLAHOMA
EDMOND • 1159 E. 2nd St. 
  between UCO & Edmond Medical • 405.359.2934 
OKLAHOMA CITY • 6500 N. May Ave. 
  at NW 63rd St. next to Sprouts • 405.843.5837 
1449 W. I-240 Service Rd. 240/Penn Park 
  Shopping Ctr. next to Michaels • 405.680.8730

PENNSYLVANIA
BETHEL PARK • 4000 Oxford Dr. South Hills 
  in the Village Square Mall  • 412.835.3116
MONROEVILLE • 3757 William Penn Hwy. 
  next to Michaels • 412.856.1949 
PITTSBURGH • 4932 McKnight Rd. 
  just south of Ross Park Mall • 412.369.0860 

TEXAS | Austin area
AUSTIN • 5555 N. Lamar Blvd. 
  at Koenig Ln. • 512.451.4463
13492 US Hwy 183 N. 
  at Anderson Mill Rd. • 512.335.5759 
2929 S. Lamar Blvd. 
  near Manchaca Rd. • 512.443.3138
2506 W. Parmer Ln. 
  at NE corner of Mopac Expwy. • 512.454.3664
9900 S. IH35 south of Slaughter Ln. 
  between Cinemark & Sams Club • 512.280.0668
CEDAR PARK • 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
  at RM 1431 & Toll Rd. 183A • 512.259.2851
ROUND ROCK • 2601 S. IH35 
  near Home Depot • 512.244.0203 

TEXAS | Dallas area
CEDAR HILL • 711 N. Hwy. 67 south of 
  Pleasant Run near Super Target • 972.299.9004 
DALLAS • 5803 E. Northwest Hwy. 
  one block east of Central Expwy. • 214.379.8000
13388 Preston Rd. NE of I-635 
  in Preston Village Shopping Center • 972.701.8055
FRISCO • 3221 Preston Rd. 
  north of Stonebriar Mall • 972.668.3477 
GARLAND • 3085 N. George Bush Fwy. 
  at SE corner of Crist Rd. • 972.276.1401
IRVING •  7631 N. MacArthur Blvd. 
  at Las Colinas Blvd. • 469-420-9978
LEWISVILLE • 420 E. FM 3040 
  west of Vista Ridge Mall near DSW • 972.459.3242 
McKINNEY • 3190 S. Central Expwy. 
  at SW corner of Eldorado Pkwy. • 214.544.7800 
MESQUITE • 1645 Town East Blvd. 
  across from Town East Mall • 972.686.0233
PLANO • 2440 Preston Rd. 
  at Park Blvd. near Trader Joe’s • 972.985.6196
RICHARDSON • 100 S. Central Expwy. 
  at SW corner of Belt Line Rd.  • 972.234.4286
ROCKWALL • 959 E. I-30 
  near Bed Bath & Beyond • 972.771.3496
TYLER • 8966 S. Broadway Ave. 
  in the Village at Cumberland Park • 903.561.8258

TEXAS | Fort Worth area
ARLINGTON • 2211 S. Cooper St. 
  at Pioneer Pkwy. • 817.860.5247
770 Road to Six Flags E. 
  at Collins St. in Lincoln Square • 817.274.5251 
BEDFORD • 713 Harwood Rd. 
  at Brown Trail • 817.581.9888 
BURLESON • 12616 South Fwy. 
  at I-35W & McAlister Rd. • 817.295.8560
FORT WORTH • 5417 S. Hulen St. 
  at SE corner of South Dr. • 817.294.1166
475 Sherry Ln. in Westover Village north 
  of Target, behind McDonalds • 817.732.4111

MANSFIELD • 1551 US Hwy. 287 N. 
  next to PetSmart • 682.518.7302
WATAUGA • 7620 Denton Hwy. 
  between PetSmart & Party City • 817.605.3285

TEXAS | Houston area
COLLEGE STATION • 1505 University Dr. E. 
  next to PetSmart • 979.696.2325
CORPUS CHRISTI • 5425 SPID 
  at S. Staples St. • 361.991.4494 
HOUSTON • 1011 Westheimer Rd. 
  at Montrose Blvd. • 713.520.1084
15754 FM 529 across from Food Town 
  at Copperfield Plaza • 832.593.9885
4685 Cypress Creek Pkwy. at Stuebner Airline 
  in North Oaks Center • 281.583.9992
961 E. NASA Pkwy. at El Camino Real 
  in Clear Lake • 281.335.1283 
11960 Westheimer Rd. 
  at Kirkwood Dr. • 281.558.4968
2537 University Blvd. at Kirby Dr. in 
  the Rice Village • 713.524.6635
HUMBLE • 9743 FM 1960 Bypass Rd. W. 
  south of Deerbrook Mall • 281.540.3950
PEARLAND • 2556 Smith Ranch Rd. 
  at Hwy. 288 & 518 • 713.340.0094 
SUGAR LAND • 3203 Hwy. 6 South 
  at exit 205 • 281.265.0900

TEXAS | San Antonio area
SAN ANTONIO • 125 NW Loop 410 off Isom Rd., 
  NE of San Pedro Ave. & Loop 410 • 210.349.1429
3207 Broadway St. near Brackenridge 
  Park & north of E. Mulberry Ave. • 210.822.4597 
11255 Huebner Rd. at I-10 in the 
  Strand Shopping Center • 210.558.3247 
11654 Bandera Rd. near NE corner 
  of Loop 1604 • 210.647.1103 
20821 US Hwy. 281 North at Evans Rd. • 210.545.3836 
SAN MARCOS • 900 Bugg Ln. 
  off IH35 at exit 205 • 512.805.7503 

WASHINGTON
BELLEVUE • 15600 NE 8th St. 
  in Crossroads Shopping Center • 425.747.6616 
EVERETT • 1321 SE Everett Mall Way 
  across from Everett Mall • 425.290.9924 
LYNNWOOD • 19500 Hwy. 99 
  in James Village Shopping Center • 425.776.8885 
OLYMPIA OUTLET • 1520 Cooper Point Rd. SW 
  east of Hwy. 101 & Black Lake Blvd. • 360.705.0236 
REDMOND • 7805 Leary Way 
  across from Town Center • 425.702.2499
TACOMA • 4027 Tacoma Mall Blvd. 
  at Rainier Place • 253.566.1238 
TUKWILA • 16828 Southcenter Pkwy. 
  next to Value Village • 206.575.3173 

WISCONSIN
APPLETON • 281 N. Casaloma Dr. 
  west of Fox River Mall • 920.830.1237
BROOKFIELD • 17145 W. Bluemound Rd. 
  next to CVS at The Plaza • 262.789.0280 
GREENFIELD • 5032 S. 74th St. north of 
  Southridge Mall at W. Edgerton Ave. • 414.281.0000 
MADISON • 626 S. Whitney Way across 
  from the Westgate Mall HY-VEE • 608.273.1140
4250 E. Towne Blvd. at Essex Square 
  next to Pier One • 608.244.1189
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2019 AT A GLANCE

In 1972, corporate dropout 
Ken Gjemre and fellow 

bibliophile Pat Anderson 
opened the very first 

Half Price Books in an 
abandoned laundromat 
in Dallas. Now HPB has 
more than 120 stores in 

17 states across the country.

1972  The first HPB opens  
in Dallas on Lovers Lane.

1973  A second Dallas 
location opens after the first 
one runs out of space.

1983  HPB opens its  
first store outside Texas  
in Madison, Wisconsin.

1984  HPB hits the  
West Coast with a store in  
Bellevue, Washington.

1993  HPB’s kid-focused 
mascot, BW the Bookworm, 
appears for the first time.

1999  HPB launches the  
Half Pint Library project, 
donating books to schools  
and other nonprofits.

2016  HPB expands to the 
Southeast by opening two 
stores in Atlanta, Georgia.

HPB didn’t always sell music.  
One day, a customer sold 

his entire library, including 
some records. They were 

gone within two days,  
and music has been a  

mainstay ever since. Today 
you’ll find 78s, 45s and tons 

of LPs, plus CDs, cassettes,  
and sometimes even 8-tracks. 

The first Half Price Books ad was hand-drawn by founder 
Pat Anderson and included a call for people to sell their 
stuff to HPB. The first store opened on July 27, 1972, with  
a few thousand books and hordes of customers.

Bookmarks are a long- 
standing tradition at 

Half Price Books. In the 
early years, they were 

usually hand-drawn and 
personalized with the 

store managers’ names.

HPB has bought and sold a lot of different things 
over the years, including software, which was 
even added to the sign at this Seattle location. 
These days HPB sells used smartphones, gaming 
systems and other newfangled products.


